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Be patient. When your child is  
practising to sound out a new 
word or reading out a sentence, 
give him or her time to do so. 
Remember, learning to read 
takes a lot of practice, and 
children learn at their own pace. 

Gently correct the young 
reader. If your child makes a 
mistake, gently point out  
the symbols he or she has 
mistaken or overlooked. It is 
common for emerging readers 
to guess and then revise their 
reading. 

Ask questions. As you read 
through the book, pause and 
ask questions about what is 
going on. This will help your  
child think about what he or 
she is reading, and will reinforce 
reading comprehension.

  

Focus on successes, not 
mistakes. Emerging reading 
experiences should focus  
on praising success and  
adding to your child’s reading 
strategies, as this will build 
confidence in your child.

Look for clues. Help your child 
look for the different chunks 
in the words and use those as 
clues. If there are words your 
child does not know, help him 
or her find a chunk he or she 
does know. Help your child look 
for clues in the pictures as well.

Read it and experience it.  
If possible, make connections 
between what the book is  
about and what happens in  
life. For example, if the book  
is about helping people,  
you might talk about how 
you and your child could help 
people in your community.  

A child’s success as a reader  
is dependent on supportive 
home and school environ- 
ments. Reading, and a love of 
reading, begins at home.  
The Department of Education 
has developed a series of 
levelled Inuktitut take-home 
books to support reading  
at home. The following is a  
list of things you can do  
to support children as they 
become fluent readers.  

Read daily. Making reading 
a part of a daily routine helps 
young readers grow up to 
enjoy reading. Dedicate a 
regular amount of time each 
day (for example, 30 minutes 
after dinner) to reading as  
a family, either independently 
or together.

Model reading behaviour. 
Children are more likely  
to enjoy reading if they see  
others at home reading. Let 
your child see you reading in 
your spare time to encourage 
the idea that reading can be  
a hobby and pastime.

Keep distractions to a 
minimum. Find a quiet place  
to read and talk about the 
book. Even the best readers 
have a difficult time focusing  
on reading when there are  
too many distractions. 

Take turns. Your child will 
be starting to read more 
independently. Let your child 
demonstrate his or her reading 
skills to you, but also read to  
your child and read with your 
child. This will help you provide 
gentle corrections, and it will 
provide an opportunity for  
your child to show you how he 
or she is improving. 

Uqalimaariuqsaniq | Level 11
Uqalimaariuqsaniq is an Inuktitut reading program developed  
in Nunavut. This program is based on language-acquisition 
research from around the world. Uqalimaariuqsaniq is a 
sequential and progressive Inuktitut reading program that 
supports students in their development from emergent  
to fluent readers. 

Family  
Engagement/ 
It Starts at Home

Book details
Level: 11      
Text type: Fiction
Subjects/themes: working as a nurse, health care at the community 
health centre, different patients and their various concerns  
Key features: dialogue, third-person point of view, past tense 
Summary: Silas loves his job as a nurse at the health centre. Find out 
how Silas helps people in the community every day!



     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐃᖅᑯᒻᒪᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕆᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓂ 
ᖁᕕᐊᒋᓪᓗᒍ. ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᓯᐅᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ. 
ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᒋᒻᒪᕆᒃᑕᖓ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᕚᓪᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᑲᒥ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒥᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖃᑎᖃᖅᐸᒃᑲᒥ.

     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᐊᕋᒥ, ᑲᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑕᑯᔭᐅᑦᑎᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᖕᒪᑕ. ᐅᑕᖅᑭᕕᒃ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᔪᓂᒃ.
     “ᐱᔭᒃᓴᓕᐊᓘᓕᒑᖅᑰᔨᕗᒍᑦ!” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᓯᐅᖅᑎᐅᖃᑎᒥᓄᑦ.

32



     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᑕᑯᕐᖓᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ. ᓴᐃᓚᓯ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᓯᖁᕙᐅᒃ.
     “ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ,” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. “ᖃᓄᖅ ᐅᓪᓗᒥ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᐸᒋᑦ?”
     “ᐊᒡᒐᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᓕᖅᓯᒪᒐᒪ,” ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᑭᐅᕗᖅ. 
“ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ.”

     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᑉ ᐊᒡᒐᖓ ᓂᑲᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᑎᒍᕙᐅᒃ, 
ᑭᓪᓚᖓᓗ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᒍ. “ᑭᓕᓗᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ,” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. “ᒪᑦᑐᓯᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᕋ ᓱᕈᕐᓂᐊᖏᒻᒪᑦ.”
     “ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ!” ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. “ᐱᖏᒋᓕᖅᑲᐅᒐᒃᑯ.”
     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᑉ ᑭᓪᓕᖕᒐ ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ 
ᒪᑦᑐᓯᖅᐸᐅᒃ.
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     ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᖓ ᐃᓐᓇᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖑᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᕿᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ 
ᐃᑭᑦᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥᒡᓗ ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒡᒋᐊᖓ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᕙᐅᒃ. ᓴᐃᓚᓯ 
ᐊᖑᑎᐅᑉ ᐊᐅᖓᑕ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖓ, ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖓᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᖢᓂᒋᑦ.
     “ᖃᓄᐃᖕᒋᑦᑎᐊᖅᑰᔨᕗᑎᑦ,” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᖁᕕᐊᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.

     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᑕᑯᔭᖃᓕᕆᕗᖅ ᐊᖑᒻᒥᒃ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᓂᒡᓗ. 
ᐊᖑᑎᑯᓗᒃ ᖁᒃᓴᓱᒃᖢᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᑉᐳᖅ, 
ᐊᓈᓇᓂ ᑕᓯᐅᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᒃᑑᔮᖅᖢᓂ. 
     “ᐃᕐᓂᕋ ᓄᕙᖕᓇᖕᒋᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖁᔭᕋ,” ᐊᓈᓇᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᖑᑎᑯᓗᖕᒧᑦ ᓇᓄᙳᐊᕐᒥᒃ ᓂᐱᑎᒐᕐᒥᒃ 
ᑐᓂᓯᕗᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖕᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ. “ᐋᓐᓂᕐᓇᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᖅ!” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ, ᑲᐴᑎ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕈᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ.
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     ᐊᖑᑎᑯᓗᒃ ᓂᐱᑎᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᓴᐃᓚᓯ 
ᑲᐱᑲᐅᖅᑐᖅᐹᖓ. ᐊᖑᑎᑯᓗᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᙱᒻᒪᕆᒃᐳᖅ 
ᐊᓂᒍᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ! 
     “ᐋᓐᓂᕐᓇᖅᐸ?” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᖅ, ᑲᐴᑎᖓᓗ ᐃᒋᖦᖢᒍ. 
     “ᐋᒃᑲ! ᐃᒃᐱᒋᖕᒋᒻᒪᕆᒃᑕᕋ,” ᐊᖑᑎᑯᓗᒃ ᑭᐅᕗᖅ, 
ᖁᖓᖦᖢᓂ.

     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᑕᑯᔭᖃᓕᕆᕗᖅ ᓯᖓᐃᔪᒥᒃ, 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᑐᒥᒃ. ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐃᕐᓂᔭᖅᑐᖅᓵᓕᓛᓕᖅᑐᖅ, ᓴᐃᓕᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᐃᓕᐅᖅᑲᓪᓗᓂ. 
     “ᓯᖓᐃᔭᕆᐅᖅᑐᖓ,” ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᒻᒪᕆᒃᖢᖓᓗ.” 
     “ᐃᓱᒫᓗᖕᓇᒃ. ᖃᓄᐃᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᓯᒃ ᓯᖓᐃᔭᑯᓗᐃᓪᓗ,” 
ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.
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     ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᑐᓵᔾᔪᑎᓂ ᑎᒍᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ, ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᓕᒃ 
ᓯᐅᒻᒥᐅᑕᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᑐᓵᔾᔪᑎ. ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᑐᓵᔾᔪᑎᓂ  
ᐊᕐᓇᐅᑉ ᐆᒻᒪᑎᖓᑕ ᓇᓛᓄᐊᖅᐸᐅᒃ, ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖓᓗ  
ᑐᓵᓕᖅᖢᒍ. ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖃᖅᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᓴᙱᕙᓗᒃᑐᒥᒃ,  
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᒥ.
     “ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓃᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᐸᓚᑦᑎᔪᖅ!” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.

     ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥ, ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᓯᐊᓂᒃ ᑎᒍᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᓯᖓᐃᔭᖓᑕ 
ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖓ ᑐᓵᓕᖅᐸᐅᒃ. ᑖᓐᓇ ᓯᖓᐃᔫᑉ ᓈᖓᓄᐊᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ. 
ᓯᖓᐃᔭᖓᑕ ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖓ ᓈᒻᒪᖕᒥᔪᖅ. 
     “ᐱᐊᕋᒃᓴᕕᑦ ᑎᒡᓕᕐᓂᖓ ᓈᒻᒪᖕᒥᔪᖅ,” ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᑕᒪᔅᓯᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓯᒃ.”
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     ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕇᕋᒥ ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᐅᕗᖅ, ᑕᖃᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓐᓇᖅᑎᕈᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ. ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᓯᐅᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᒋᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖓ. ᐊᑯᓂᒍᓱᒻᒪᕆᒃᐳᖅ  
ᖃᐅᒃᐸᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒦᓛᕐᒥᒐᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᓛᕋᒥ.



ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᒋᔮᓗᐊ. ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕆᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᓴᐃᓚᓯ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᐸᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᓂ!


