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Aisaki and Annie



Aisaki is the new kid in school. He moved to 
the community right at the beginning of the 
school year. Everyone already has a group of 
friends, so Aisaki just keeps to himself. He 
walks to school and back on his own, and he 
spends most weekends at home in his room 
playing video games. 
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One day, as Aisaki is arriving at school, 
he feels a tug on his jacket. He turns and 
sees Annie. 

Annie sits behind Aisaki in 
math. She’s beautiful. She 
has dark eyes and a big 
smile. Aisaki has always 
been too shy to talk to her. 

Hey  
Aisaki!

Oh, hey… 

I think you dropped 
these. 

Oh yeah, those 
are mine. Thanks.  

3



Um,  
just music.

What were you 
listening to? Cool!  

What kind? 

Really?  
I love them! 

I grew up here,  
but my family moved to 

Arviat for a while. We just 
moved back here this 
summer! I really like it 

here! Do you? 

Oh yeah. They played  
in Arviat last year so I 
got to see them when I 

lived there. 

You just 
moved here, 

too? 

It’s okay, I guess. 
I don’t really 
know anyone. 

Um, I really like rock. 
The Trade-Offs and 

stuff like that. 

Really? 
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Well, you know me now!  
We should walk to school  
together. I think we live  
close to each other. 

That would be 
really cool. 

Oops, I better run! 
See you later! 
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All through his morning 
classes, Aisaki thinks 
about Annie. He can’t 
wait to see her at the 
end of the day.

Later that day…
Hey Annie! 

Hey Aisaki!  
How’s it going? 

Pretty good. 
You? 

Great! I just got back 
an English assignment. 

I worked on it forever and I 
got a really good grade. 

That’s awesome. 
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Thanks! I love writing.

Yeah?  

I’m always writing.  
I want to be a journalist 
one day and travel the 

world! 

That sounds  
really cool. 

I know! I want to 
travel as soon as I’m 

done high school. 
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Aisaki suddenly feels anxious. He’s 
just getting to know Annie and doesn’t 
want to think about her leaving. Wouldn’t you 

miss Nunavut? 

I’d still come 
home to visit my 

family and friends!  

Oh, this is my street.  
Do you want to walk  
together tomorrow 

morning? 

Yeah! 

Cool. I can send you  
a message when I 
leave the house,  

if you want. 
Sure.  

You want my 
number? 
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That night…
Annie is the coolest  
girl I’ve ever met. 

She’s so smart and 
funny…and she likes 

good music! 

Every song  
I play reminds 
me of her… 

I wonder if I 
should text 

her… 

No, that would be 
stupid. I guess I’ll 

just see her  
tomorrow… 
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The next morning…

Hey, want to meet 
outside at 8?

Yeah! See you then 

Annie

New Message from
Annie
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What are they doing 
here? I was hoping to 
hang out with Annie 

alone… 

Hey man! 

Hey Aisaki! 

Hey… 

Hey! So you’re 
Aisaki? 

Yeah. 

I’m Alisha.
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Annie’s been talking 
about you a lot. Do 

you like her? 
Um, she’s cool. 

But do you  
like her? 

I, uh… 

Well,  
she likes you. 

She likes  
me?! 
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The rest of the day is a 
blur. Aisaki barely hears 
anything his teacher 
says. In social studies 
class, Aisaki puts in his 
earphones so he can 
listen to music and think 
about Annie. 

After school that day… 
Hey! Are you 

heading home?  

Yeah! 

Cool, let’s go! 

Great, none of her 
friends are here 
yet. It’s just the 

two of us! 
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Oh! I was going to 
wait for Alisha… 

Um…She told me this 
morning that she had 
to go somewhere after 

school. 

Oh, really? 
Okay. 

So, um, what 
are you doing 
this weekend? 

Not much!  
I have tons of  

homework. You? 

Not much. 
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Oh no, I suck 
at cooking… 

Hey, there’s my dad! He 
was out seal hunting 

today. Want to come over 
for supper? 

Sure! 

We can make  
bannock while he 
cuts up the seal. 

Um…

Yeah, okay… 

Or you can  
help my dad 
skin the seal.   

It’s okay.  
I want to hang 
out with you.  
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Hey, can you take 
over? I need to 
check my phone. Ummm...

Alisha is mad at me!  
She said we ditched 
her after school. 

What!? 
I thought you  
said she was 
busy tonight? 
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I thought that’s 
what she said… 

Hey guys! 

What is he doing 
here? 

I thought we were 
going to work on our 
social studies project 

tonight, Annie?  

I completely forgot! 
Want to have  

something to eat 
with us? Then we 
can get to work 

after.  

Okay! 
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Um, Aisaki, 
what are you 

doing? What? 

You’re going to 
fry it like that? 

What do you 
mean? 

Ha ha! You can’t  
fry it in a big ball like 

that! Here, let me  
show you how  

it’s done. 

Annie’s anaanatsiaq  
taught me how to make  
bannock! Our families  
always go out on the  

land together. 
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Remember last 
summer when we 

went fishing? 

Oh yeah! We thought we  
were going to catch so many char 
and we ended up with none. We just 

had to eat bannock and jerky at 
camp all weekend. 

Sounds like you’re 
not too good at 

fishing, eh? 

Uh?

Aisaki! 

Whatever,  
I’m outta here. 
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Did you guys,  
like, go out or 
something? 

Aisaki,  
what’s wrong? 

No, we’ve been 
friends since 
we were kids.

But you like  
him, right? 

He’s my friend.  
And why do you 

care? 

I wish I could  
just tell her  
I like her…

Aisaki, are you 
actually leaving? 
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Aisaki!  
What are you  

doing? 

What? You tried to kiss 
me. I didn’t say 

you could do that. 

Uhhh, I thought  
you wanted me 

to… 

No, Aisaki. You need 
to leave. Johnny and I 

need to do our  
homework. 

Sorry…
What just 
happened?

I thought she 
liked me! 
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Hi irniq,  
how was school? 

It sucked. I hate 
it here. I wish we 
could move back 

home. 

What happened? 

I don’t want to 
talk about it. 

I really thought she  
liked me. She’s never going to  
talk to me again. I wish there  
was something I could do to  

show her I’m sorry. 
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Whoa, I’m starving…  
I guess I didn’t really 
eat anything today. 

Hey Anaana.  
Is there anything for 

dinner? 

Of course.  
I’ll warm up some 
shepherd’s pie. 
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Can you tell me  
what’s wrong? You seem 
angry about something… 

Sort of…

Are you upset  
with someone? 

I did something  
pretty dumb,  

Anaana. 

You can talk about it  
with me. It’s important to 
talk about your feelings. 

Well there’s this girl.  
I thought she liked 

me. But I think I really 
screwed it up. I feel 

like an idiot. 

What happened? 

I was over at her  
house after school, and 
I tried to kiss her. But 

then she got mad. 

Did you ask her  
if you could do that?  

No…I thought girls 
wanted guys to make 

the first move.
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But her friend  
told me she likes me.  
And it really seemed  

like she did…  

Annie is the one  
who needs to tell you if  

she likes you. And you need 
to tell her how you feel 

before moving any further. 
Have you told her 

how you feel? 

That’s not exactly how it  
works. Before you have any kind 
of physical relationship or contact  
with someone, you need to make 
sure that is what they want. It’s 

called consent.

No. I wanted to,  
but then this other 

guy showed up. Who was the  
other guy? 

Her friend  
Johnny.  

Well, there’s 
nothing wrong 
with her having 

friends. 

Yeah, I know. 
But he’s really cool,  

and Annie really likes him. 
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Are you a little 
jealous of him? 

It sounds like you  
didn’t let Annie be a  
part of that decision,  
and maybe that’s why  
she is upset with you. 

That’s true… 
But what do I  

do now?

Well, I think you have learned 
something about respecting other  
people’s boundaries. I think if you  
apologize to Annie and tell her  

that you know what you did wrong,  
she might understand. 

 But remember,  
she might still  
need some time  

before she is ready 
to forgive you. 

That makes 
sense. 

Thanks, Mom.

I guess so…That’s why I  
tried to kiss her…I wanted 
him to know that we’re a 

thing so he would leave us 
alone. 
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I feel so much 
better now that 
I’ve talked about 

everything. 

But I wish I knew  
how to explain 

this all to Annie… 

Hey, I’m really  
sorry about earlier. 
Can I call you? 

I don’t really feel 
like talking to you 
right now. 

I just want to say sorry. 

Maybe tomorrow 
at school… 

I just want to talk  
to her… What if I just  
called her anyways? 

No, if I want her to 
be my friend again, 
I should respect her 

boundaries. 

Okay.

Annie
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The next morning… 

Maybe now’s  
my chance… 

Hey Annie… Hey…

Do you think 
maybe I could…talk to 

you for a second?
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Okay, but I can’t  
be late for class. 

I’m really sorry about  
what happened yesterday.

I know. 

I shouldn’t have  
tried to kiss you. 

Or without telling  
you I liked you. 

You also never asked  
me if I liked you, Aisaki.  
And even if I did like you,  
I might not have wanted  

you to kiss me. 

Huh? 
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I was starting to like  
you, too. But I don’t want  

someone to like me just so 
they can kiss me. And I don’t 
want to be with someone that 

doesn’t respect me. 

I want someone to like me  
because they think I’m  

interesting and fun to be 
around. 

And you lied to me  
about Alisha. She was 

so mad at me! 

Oh… 

I do like you  
because you’re fun 
and interesting!  

I know, that was  
such a stupid thing to 
do. I just wanted to 
spend some time 

with you. 

My friends are 
important to me. I don’t 

want to be with someone who 
is controlling and doesn’t 
want me to spend time 

with my friends.

I know. I mean,  
I know that 

now… 

I guess I really  
messed this up. I’m  
really sorry, Annie.  
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Well, 
maybe we can  

start over.

Really? 

Sure. 

Do you want to  
watch a movie or 
something with me 

sometime? 

I was thinking  
more like we could 

just try to be 
friends.

Oh… 

right. 
Yeah, that would be 

cool. 

Okay.  
See you later.

Hey, Annie…  
I’m glad we had a 
chance to talk. And  
that we can still be 

friends. 

Yeah, me too.  
I’ll see you  
later, okay? 

Yeah! 
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That day at lunch…
Hey Aisaki, we’re  

going to Johnny’s for 
lunch. Want to come? 

Big time! 

If that’s okay  
with you guys? 

For sure,  
atii!  

Thanks, guys. 
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Aisaki is having a hard time fitting into his 
new community...until he meets Annie. She’s 
smart and outgoing, and she introduces him 
to all her other friends. Aisaki likes her a lot, 
but he worries she might not like him like that.  
Or maybe she likes someone else. How is Aisaki  
ever going to let her know how he feels?


