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How to Be Safe with Dogs 



This book is part of the Inuutsiarniq Reading Series, developed by the Department of Health in  
Nunavut. The Inuutsiarniq Reading Series is a unique, Nunavut-developed literacy initiative that infuses  
Northern values of healthy living and self-care into a culturally appropriate reading program.  

The Inuutsiarniq Reading Series was developed to support the reading level guidelines outlined in the  
Department of Education’s Inuktut guided reading program, Uqalimaariuqsaniq. Uqalimaariuqsaniq  
is a sequential and progressive Inuktut reading program that supports students in their development  
from emergent to fluent readers.  

Healthy students are better learners and become healthy adults. For more information, visit  
www.gov.nu.ca/health and your local Health Centre.
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Dog safety

Dogs can be a lot of fun to play with, but they can also be dangerous. 
It’s important to understand how to be safe with dogs before we can have 
fun with dogs.
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Today we are going to the dog shelter 
to learn how to be safe with dogs. 
I am excited, because I love dogs!
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When we get to the shelter, we see lots of 
different dogs. Some look nervous, but others 

are very excited to see us! We meet Julia, 
a volunteer, and she shows us around. 
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“Never bother dogs when they are eating,” 
says Julia. “Some dogs will think you are 
trying to take their food, and they won’t 

be happy,” she says. 
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She takes a small dog out from a cage. 
“Always ask an adult before petting 

someone else’s dog,” she says. She lets us 
pet the little dog. He is so cute!
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“Do not put your face right up to a 
dog’s face,” Julia says. “Just like you may not 

like when people get too close to you, 
dogs are the same way,” she says.
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“Do not bother dogs when they are sleeping,” 
she says. “This is Big Mac, a retired sled dog, 

and he does not like to be woken up,” Julia says.  
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“He also doesn’t like when people 
touch his tail and ears. 

Most dogs do not like this either,” Julia says. 
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“Another thing that most dogs do not like 
is when people shout at them. Use a calm voice 

when speaking to a dog,” Julia says. 
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After the tour, we get to play with 
a few friendly dogs. It is lots of fun!
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Today we learned that dogs can be lots of fun, 
but we need to be careful around them.

 Knowing what to do to stay safe is very important.
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