


Importance of early childhood literacy

A child’s reading and writing skills are an important part of his or her success in school and beyond. Reading aloud to children 
at an early age has many proven benefits, including the development of early language and literacy skills. The more exposure 
children have to books and reading experiences, the more likely they are to develop positive attitudes about reading and about 
themselves as readers and writers.  

Early literacy strategies
Some things you can do to promote positive and enjoyable reading experiences with children include:
   •  Finding a comfortable and quiet place to share stories.
   •  Using calm and positive language when talking with children about reading. 
   •  Creating a daily routine of reading books with children.
   •  Setting aside a special place for books, such as a bookshelf or table. This demonstrates that books and the activity of reading  
       are valued.

Get talking! 

Here are some prompts to start discussion after reading the story:
   •  Have you ever felt curious? 
   •  What did you do when you felt curious?
   •  What does it mean to listen to someone? 
   •  Why is it important to listen? 
   •  How can you show someone that you are listening?

Try this!  

   •  Provide paper and drawing materials (crayons, pencils, markers, etc.) for children to draw a picture of a time when they felt  
       curious. Ask them to add their drawings to a “Feelings Display” up on a wall. Encourage them to think about their feelings and  
       to point to the feeling words and pictures.
   •  Choose a scene in the book where Taqu is feeling curious and ask the children to act out the scene as you read out loud. 
   •  Make paper-bag puppets of Taqu and Aqi using paper bags, markers or crayons, and scrap pieces of paper. Act out the story  
       using the puppets. 

Social emotional learning

Reading stories out loud to a child is a meaningful and enjoyable way to introduce and discuss topics that are sometimes  
difficult to talk about with children. We call recognizing, naming, and talking about feelings “social emotional learning.” 
Reading stories about characters who are feeling certain emotions helps children learn:    
   •  How to recognize and name their own emotions. 
   •  That talking about their feelings is healthy and normal.
When children are able to recognize their own emotions, they are often better able to express themselves in healthy and  
productive ways. As well, they often learn how to recognize and respond to others experiencing similar emotions. 

About this book

This book is about Taqu learning how to listen. Other phrases that are connected to listening are “being a good friend,” “being  
respectful,” and “giving someone space.” This book can be used to start a conversation with young children about what it feels  
like to be curious, and how to respect other people by listening to them when they talk or ask you for something. 
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ᑕᖁ ᐸᖂᔭᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ 
ᓱᔪᖃᓕᕐᒪᖔᑦ. ᐃᓱᒪᕙᒃᑐᖅ ᐱᖃᑎᖏᑦ 
ᑐᒃᑲᕆᐊᓕᑲᑕᓕᕐᒪᖔᑕ. ᐃᓱᒪᕙᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐸᐅᕐᖓᐃᑦ ᓄᓂᕙᒐᔅᓴᐅᓕᕐᒪᖔᑕ.

ᑕᖁ ᐱᓱᒐᓱᐊᓯᕗᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᖅᑐᖅᑐᓂ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐊᓂᒐᒥ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓪᓛᑦᑎᐊᕚᓘᒻᒪᑦ. ᑎᐱᑯᓗᐃᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑦᑐᑯᓗᐃᑦ ᓯᓚᒦᒻᒪᑕ! ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑭᓲᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᑕᖂᑉ ᓴᓂᓪᓕᓂ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ ᑎᓴᒪᓕᖕᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐅᓯᓕᖅᓱᐃᔪᖅ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐊᓂᒐᒥ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓪᓛᑦᑎᐊᕚᓘᒻᒪᑦ. ᑎᐱᑯᓗᐃᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑦᑐᑯᓗᐃᑦ ᓯᓚᒦᒻᒪᑕ! ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑭᓲᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᑕᖂᑉ ᓴᓂᓪᓕᓂ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ ᑎᓴᒪᓕᖕᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐅᓯᓕᖅᓱᐃᔪᖅ.

5



6



“ᓇᒧᖖᒐᕋᕕᑦ?” ᐊᐱᕆᕚ ᐅᑲ.

“ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᓂᐊᕋᑦᑕ ᐃᓚᒌᑎᒍᑦ!” ᑭᐅᕗᖅ, 
ᑎᓴᒪᓕᖕᒧᓪᓗ ᐃᑭᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᑖᑕᖕᒐᑕ ᑐᓄᐊᓄ.

“ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓯ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᒃᑲᔅᓯ?” 
ᑕᖁ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᖅ. 

ᐅᑲᐅᑉ ᑐᓴᕐᓇᓂᐅᒃ ᓂᐱᒃᑭᐅᓗᐊᕐᒪᒃ ᑎᓴᒪᓕᒃ. 
ᓄᓗᕋᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓯᒋᐊᕋᒥ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐊᓐᓄᓕᖅᑐᓂ. ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖏᓐᓇᒥ. 
ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒪᒐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᓂᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᒻᒪᖔᑦ. 

ᑕᐅᓇᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ, ᑕᖂᑉ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐊᕿ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᔭᕋᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ 
ᐱᖖᒍᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔮᓂᑦ.

ᐊᕿ ᕿᒃᓵᒃᑐᖅ. ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᖓ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ. ᐊᕿᐅᑉ 
ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖓᓕᕋᒥᐅᒃ ᑭᐱᖖᒍᓪᓗᓂᓗ 
ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᓐᓃᕐᒪᑦ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐊᓐᓄᓕᖅᑐᓂ. ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖏᓐᓇᒥ. 
ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒪᒐᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᓂᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᒻᒪᖔᑦ. 

ᑕᐅᓇᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ, ᑕᖂᑉ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐊᕿ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᔭᕋᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ 
ᐱᖖᒍᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔮᓂᑦ.

ᐊᕿ ᕿᒃᓵᒃᑐᖅ. ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᖓ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ. ᐊᕿᐅᑉ 
ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖓᓕᕋᒥᐅᒃ ᑭᐱᖖᒍᓪᓗᓂᓗ 
ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᓐᓃᕐᒪᑦ.
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ᑕᖁ ᖁᕕᐊᑦᑐᓂ ᐱᖃᑎᓯᐊᕋᒥ!

“ᐊᖀᖓᐃ!” ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. “ᓯᓚᑦᑎᐊᕚᓗᒃ? 
ᐸᐅᕐᖓᐃᑦ ᓄᓂᕙᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᕆᓕᖅᐱᒋᑦ? 
ᓄᓂᕙᖃᑎᒋᔪᒪᕕᖖᒐ? ᓇᒧ 
ᓄᓂᕙᒋᐊᓪᓗᐊᖅᐱᓄᒃ?”

ᐊᕿᐅᑉ ᓱᕐᓗᖏᒃ ᓂᐅᖅᑐᑎᒃ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᓱᖕᒪᑦ ᑭᐅᖏᒻᒪᖔᑦ ᐊᕿ 
ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᒃᑕᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕿ 
ᕿᐊᖕᒪᑦ!

“ᐊᕿ, ᕿᐊᔪᑎᑦ! ᒪᒥᐊᓇᖅ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖅᑲᐅᖏᓐᓇᒪ,” 
ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. “ᓱᒐᕕᑦ? ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᖃᕐᒪᑦ? 
ᐋᓐᓂᕋᕕᑦ?”

12



ᑕᖁ ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᓱᖕᒪᑦ ᑭᐅᖏᒻᒪᖔᑦ ᐊᕿ 
ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᒃᑕᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕿ 
ᕿᐊᖕᒪᑦ!

“ᐊᕿ, ᕿᐊᔪᑎᑦ! ᒪᒥᐊᓇᖅ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖅᑲᐅᖏᓐᓇᒪ,” 
ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. “ᓱᒐᕕᑦ? ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᖃᕐᒪᑦ? 
ᐋᓐᓂᕋᕕᑦ?”
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ᐊᕿᐅᑉ ᐃᔨᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᕆᐊᖅᑐᓂᒋᒃ. 
“ᐋᒃᑲ, ᐋᓐᓂᖏᑦᑐᖓ,” ᐊᕿ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᒫᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᓯᕆᔪᒪᖏᓐᓇᒃᑯ, ᓈᒻᒪᒃᐸ?”

ᑕᖁ ᓇᓗᓕᖅᑐᓂ. 

“ᐋᓐᓂᖏᒃᑯᕕᑦ ᓱᖕᒪᓪᓕ ᕿᐊᕕᑦ?” 
ᑕᖁ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᖅ. “ᐱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᐅᖅᑲᐅᖏᓐᓇᕕᑦ?”
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ᐊᕿ ᓱᕐᓗᖕᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᐳᖅ. 
“ᐋᒃᑲ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᕿᐊᖖᒋᓚᖓ,” ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᕿᒃᓵᒐᓚᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖓ, ᑕᖁ.”

ᑕᖁ ᑐᑭᓯᒐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᕿᐅᑉ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᕝᕕᒋᔪᒪᖏᒻᒪᖔᒍ. ᑕᖁᓕ 
ᕿᒃᓵᓕᕌᖓᑦ, ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ ᐊᐱᖅᓱᖅᐸᖕᒪᒍ 
ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᔾᔪᑎᒋᓲᕆᕚ 
ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᕿᒃᓵᒻᒪᖔᑦ. ᑕᖁ ᑐᑭᓯᔪᒪᓲᖑᒻᒪᑦ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ.
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ᐊᕿ ᓱᕐᓗᖕᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᐳᖅ. 
“ᐋᒃᑲ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᕿᐊᖖᒋᓚᖓ,” ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᕿᒃᓵᒐᓚᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖓ, ᑕᖁ.”

ᑕᖁ ᑐᑭᓯᒐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᕿᐅᑉ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᕝᕕᒋᔪᒪᖏᒻᒪᖔᒍ. ᑕᖁᓕ 
ᕿᒃᓵᓕᕌᖓᑦ, ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ ᐊᐱᖅᓱᖅᐸᖕᒪᒍ 
ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᔾᔪᑎᒋᓲᕆᕚ 
ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᕿᒃᓵᒻᒪᖔᑦ. ᑕᖁ ᑐᑭᓯᔪᒪᓲᖑᒻᒪᑦ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ.
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“ᐊᕿ, ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᕆᒃᑭᖅᑲᐃ ᑐᑭᓯᑎᓪᓗᑎᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᕿᒃᓵᒻᒪᖔᖅᐱᑦ!” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᖃᖓ ᕿᒃᓵᑑᔮᓕᖅᑲᐅᕕᑦ?”

ᐊᕿᓕ ᐊᑲᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔫᔮᖅᑐᓂ. 
“ᑕᖁ, ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᔭᕇᖅᑐᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ 
ᕿᒃᓵᒻᒪᖔᕐᒪ,” ᖃᐃᒐᓪᓚᒃᐳᖅ. “ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᕿᒃᓵᓕᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖓ.”

ᐊᕿ ᓂᑯᕕᒃᑲᒥ ᐱᓱᓯᓪᓗᓂ.

19



ᑕᖂᑉ ᓯᐅᑎᖏᒃ ᐊᖕᒧᒃᑐᑎᒃ. ᐊᑲᐅᔪᓐᓃᖅᑐᓂ. 
“ᐃᓱᒪᖅᑲᐅᒐᒪ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᒍᕕᒋᑦ, 
ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᕆᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 
ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᓲᖑᒐᒪᓕ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᒃᑲ ᐊᓯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᔭᕌᖓᒃᑭᑦ,” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.
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ᑕᖂᑉ ᓯᐅᑎᖏᒃ ᐊᖕᒧᒃᑐᑎᒃ. ᐊᑲᐅᔪᓐᓃᖅᑐᓂ. 
“ᐃᓱᒪᖅᑲᐅᒐᒪ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᒍᕕᒋᑦ, 
ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᕆᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 
ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᓲᖑᒐᒪᓕ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᒃᑲ ᐊᓯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᔭᕌᖓᒃᑭᑦ,” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ.
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ᐊᕿ ᐅᔭᕋᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᖏᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᓂ.

“ᖃᐅᔨᔪᖓ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᒪᔪᑎᑦ, ᑕᖁ. ᒪᒥᐊᓇᖅ 
ᖃᐃᒐᓪᓚᕝᕕᒋᖅᑲᐅᒐᒃᑭᑦ,” ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᐃᑲᔪᕈᒪᒐᕕᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᑐᑭᓯᔪᒪᔪᑎᓪᓗ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒻᒥᔪᖅ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᒪᖏᒃᑯᕕᑦ, 
ᓈᓚᒋᐊᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ.”
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ᑕᖁ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓈᓚᖅᑲᐅᖏᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐊᕿᒥ. ᐊᐱᖅᓱᓗᐊᖅᑲᐅᒻᒪᑦ.

ᑕᖁ ᐃᖃᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂᒃ. ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᖃᕈᒪᓲᖑᖏᒻᒪᑕ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᒋᔭᒥᓂᒃ. 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᐃᓄᑑᔪᒪᓲᖑᒻᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓱᕋᔭᒋᐊᕐᓗᑎᒡᓘᓐᓂᑦ.
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ᑕᖁ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓈᓚᖅᑲᐅᖏᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐊᕿᒥ. ᐊᐱᖅᓱᓗᐊᖅᑲᐅᒻᒪᑦ.

ᑕᖁ ᐃᖃᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂᒃ. ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᖃᕈᒪᓲᖑᖏᒻᒪᑕ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᒋᔭᒥᓂᒃ. 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᐃᓄᑑᔪᒪᓲᖑᒻᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓱᕋᔭᒋᐊᕐᓗᑎᒡᓘᓐᓂᑦ.
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“ᒪᒥᐊᓇᖅ ᓈᓚᖅᑲᐅᖏᓐᓇᒃᑭᑦ,” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᒋᔭᑎᑦ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᑎᒋᔪᒪᖏᒃᑯᕕᒋᑦ 
ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ, ᐱᒋᐊᖃᖏᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ.”

“ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ, ᑕᖁ,” ᐊᕿ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᖓᑦᑐᓂ. 
“ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᓂᐱᖃᖏᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᕐᓗᖓ 
ᓄᕗᔭᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᐅᔭᕈᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕋᒪ. 
ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖃᑎᒋᔪᒪᕕᖖᒐ?”
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“ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒪᔪᖕᒐ,” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᑕᖁ ᐱᖃᑎᖓᑕ ᓴᓂᐊᓄᑦ ᐃᖏᒃᑲᒥ 
ᐋᕐᓗᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᕗᔭᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᖁ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᓄᕗᔭᐃᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓘᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᓂᕈᒥᑦᑑᔮᕐᒪᑕᓗ, ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐊᒥᑦᑐᑎᒃ ᓱᒪᓪᓗᐊᕋᑎᒡᓗ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᓂ 
ᐃᒻᒥᓄᑐᐊᖅ ᐱᓯᒪᓇᓱᓕᖅᑐᓂᒋᑦ.
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“ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒪᔪᖕᒐ,” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᑕᖁ ᐱᖃᑎᖓᑕ ᓴᓂᐊᓄᑦ ᐃᖏᒃᑲᒥ 
ᐋᕐᓗᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᕗᔭᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᖁ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᓄᕗᔭᐃᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓘᒻᒪᖔᑕ ᓂᕈᒥᑦᑑᔮᕐᒪᑕᓗ, ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐊᒥᑦᑐᑎᒃ ᓱᒪᓪᓗᐊᕋᑎᒡᓗ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᓂ 
ᐃᒻᒥᓄᑐᐊᖅ ᐱᓯᒪᓇᓱᓕᖅᑐᓂᒋᑦ.
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ᕿᓚᒥᕈᓗᒃ ᖄᖏᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐊᕿ ᓂᐱᑭᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ, “ᓄᕗᔭᐃᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᓐᓂᒃ  
ᐃᖅᑲᐃᔾᔪᑎᒋᕙᒃᑲᒃᑭᑦ.”

“ᕼᐄ?” ᑕᖁ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ. ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓕᖅᑐᓂᐅᒃ 
ᐊᕿ ᓂᓪᓕᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᑉᐸᑦ ᐱᕕᖃᖅᑎᑦᑐᓂᐅᒃ.

“ᑖᔅᓱᒪ ᐅᔭᕋᐅᑉ ᖄᖓᓂ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖃᑎᒌᑉᐸᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒐᓐᓄᒃ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕈᑎᕙᒃᑐᓂᖓᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᕈᓘᔮᓗᖕᓂᒃ,” 
ᐊᕿ ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᐳᖅ.
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“ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᒪᕕᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖏᑕ 
ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂᒃ?” ᐊᕿ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᖅ ᑕᖁᒥᒃ.

ᑕᖁ ᖃᓪᓗᒥᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑐᓂ ᖁᖓᑉᐳᖅ. 
ᓈᓚᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕿ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᐊᓯᒻᒪᑦ. ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒐᒥ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕕᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᕿ.
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“ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᒪᕕᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖏᑕ 
ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂᒃ?” ᐊᕿ ᐊᐱᕆᕗᖅ ᑕᖁᒥᒃ.

ᑕᖁ ᖃᓪᓗᒥᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑐᓂ ᖁᖓᑉᐳᖅ. 
ᓈᓚᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕿ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᐊᓯᒻᒪᑦ. ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒐᒥ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕕᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᕿ.



ᑕᖁ ᐸᖁᓪᓗᒃᑐᖅ ᓄᑖᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᑦᑕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐸᖁᒃᑲᐅᓗᐊᖅᑐᖅ. ᖃᐅᔨᒐᒥ ᐊᕿ ᓄᒫᓱᒃᑑᔮᖅᑐᖅ, ᑕᖁ ᖃᐅᔨᓇᓱᒃᐳᖅ 

ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᖔᖅ.     

ᑕᑯᓕᕈ ᐊᕿ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑕᖁᒥᒃ ᓈᓚᒋᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᒋᐊᒃᓴᕐᓗ.    

*

ᐅᓇ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᖅ ᓂᐱᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ.
Taqu is curious to learn new things, but sometimes she asks  
too many questions. When she finds Aqi looking sad, Taqu 
tries to find out what’s wrong. See how Aqi teaches Taqu 
how to listen and be a good friend. 

  *See inside cover for more information.


