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ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ
About the Book

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ  /  Families 
 
Talittuq is excited to start his first day of Grade 2. As he meets his friends again for 
the first time after summer vacation, he notices that a lot of his friends’ families are 
very different from his own. Some have one mom and one dad, and some have 
only a mom. Some kids live with their grandparents. Some live with two dads or two 
moms. As Talittuq hears about all the fun his friends have had with their families, he 
learns that families come in many different shapes and sizes, and what holds them all 
together is love.
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ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ
About this Book Study

Designed for students in Grades 1 and 2, this book study offers a collection of 
language arts activities for Inuktitut and English based on the book ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families 
by Jesse Unaapik Mike and Kerry McCluskey. It can be used as part of your balanced 
literacy approach to instruction and contains activities that use read-alouds, 
modelled writing, shared writing, performance reading, and independent writing. 

Other activities in the book study aim to build students’ language arts knowledge 
and skills, and include the following:

• Pre-reading activities get students excited about the text and engage their 
thinking about the knowledge and skills you plan to teach.

• Extension activities challenge students to continue developing their skills and 
take advantage of the unique creative opportunities inspired by the text. They are 
very useful when students have mastered content and need an extra challenge.

Teachers should select the activities that are best suited to the strengths and needs of 
their students. 

Objectives

This resource provides activities based on ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families by Jesse Unaapik Mike and 
Kerry McCluskey. By studying this story, students will: 

• Explore and share ideas about the concept of family

• Explore and celebrate the idea that “every family is different” and discuss different 
families and homes

• Participate in thoughtful discussion about different family and home 
arrangements

• Engage in a variety of listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and 
representing activities

• Exercise and develop oral communication skills

• Learn and practise key reading strategies and behaviours
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Community Inclusion

Community involvement in the classroom leads to meaningful learning for students 
and strengthens the bonds between school and community. When community 
members participate in students’ learning, students are able to see the importance 
of what they do in the classroom. Local experts are also given the opportunity to 
pass on critical local knowledge and perspectives to the next generation. This book 
study concludes with a community feast in which students are asked to bring their 
family members and other community members as guests. 

Social Emotional Learning 

This book study uses a publication that provides excellent opportunities for social 
emotional learning (SEL). It contains activities that will assist teachers in delivering 
SEL programming while at the same time building critical language arts skills. In this 
book study for ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families, students have the opportunity to: 

• Build a positive sense of identity by celebrating the idea that “every family is 
different”

• Develop an inclusive, open-minded attitude toward families that may be different 
from their own

• Participate in thoughtful discussion about different family and home 
arrangements
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Sensitive Topics

The activities presented in this book study deal with sensitive topics that may or may 
not reflect the actual lived experiences of your students. The book ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families 
tells about mostly positive experiences with family. Not all experiences may be 
reflected in the book.

Teachers are asked to review books and activities thoroughly before using them in 
the classroom in order to plan activities involving sensitive topics. Consider whether 
these activities are appropriate for your students and be prepared to provide 
extra support if needed. Consider the following strategies when planning learning 
experiences that involve sensitive topics: 

• Plan what you want to say about a sensitive topic to avoid passing on a harmful 
message. Students place a lot of importance on what teachers say, especially 
regarding complex topics.

• Warn students about the content of the lesson before you begin teaching. This will 
give students time to prepare mentally.

• Provide sympathetic, non-judgmental support. Even the most positive and 
inclusive discussion might be a trigger for a student. Some students might require 
additional support and the opportunity to talk with a trusted adult.

• For support with addressing the needs of students and adults who may be 
affected, talk with other school staff and community social support staff.

Important
Safety of students and staff is always the top priority. Be sure to familiarize 
yourself with the resources listed in the “Summary of Approved Safety in school 
documentation and resources,” found in the Nunavut Approved Curriculum 
and Teaching Resources for the current school year. 
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Notes to Educators

Although this resource was created to support Inuktitut and English educators, the 
teacher instructions in this resource are in English, with student materials available 
in Inuktitut and English. This decision reflects the recommendations we received 
from our Inuktitut working group and several focus group meetings with Nunavut 
educators. The rationale was that having teacher instructions in English avoids 
dialectal issues with understanding the content and increases accessibility to 
teachers across Nunavut.

There should be a discussion within your school about which classes will use the 
resource so that it isn’t repeated from year to year.

In this book study, students will mostly experience the text as a class through teacher-
led read-alouds. This ensures that the text can be understood by students with a 
wide variety of reading levels and enables students with different reading levels to 
work together on language arts skills and concepts. This book study is designed to 
be used as part of a balanced literacy approach to instruction that includes guided 
reading and independent reading, both of which target students’ reading levels 
directly.

You can complete this book study with one copy of the text. However, if you feel that 
students would benefit by reading from their own copy, you can use a class set.

Additional Resources

This book study is part of a series. Additional resources have been created to 
accompany the different book studies in the series. These resources include 
posters, films, activity/reading/photo card sets, and audiobooks. See the “ᐃᓄᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᑐᕋᔅᓴᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔅᔪᑎ” / “Inuktut Titiqqiriniq Resource Checklist” 
located in the ᐃᓄᒃᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᖅ / Inuktut Titiqqiriniq resource binders to learn 
about what additional resources may be available for this book study.
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ᑐᖖᒐᕕᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓪᓗ
General Accommodations  
and Modifications

Outlined below are some useful teaching strategies that may assist those students 
who struggle with their learning or demonstrate some difficulty with everyday 
classroom tasks. Remember that everyone learns in different ways, and we cannot 
expect that all students will respond in the same way to a specific teaching strategy. 
Students, teachers, and parents must work together to maximize each student’s 
learning potential and to create a positive, productive, and successful classroom 
community.

Environmental Accommodations

• Arrange seating to reduce distractions.

• Provide students with a place to keep supplies, books, and other materials away 
from their work area.

• Allow breaks between tasks.

Adaptations to Lesson Presentations

• Give a structured overview before the lesson.

• Provide verbal and written instructions.

• Establish routines that enable the student to check understanding with a peer.

• Provide frequent repetition of important instructions.

• Ensure that students can hear instructions by arranging seating or use an FM 
system (if available).

Adaptations to Assignments and Projects

• Shorten assignments and/or divide assignments into parts.

• Provide extended time for the student to complete assignments.

• Use peer support and mentoring (select a classroom buddy).

• Provide opportunities for the student to demonstrate understanding of material 
using a variety of media, including oral presentations, visual arts/illustrations, 
audio- or videotaped assignments, bulletin board displays, and dramatizations.

• Provide assistance with organization and planning of classwork and/or 
homework.
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ᑭᓱᙳᐊᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖏᑦ
Icon Descriptions

Icons are located at the beginning of each activity and indicate the type of learning 
opportunities included in the activity.

READING Students will read the text. Students will use one of the 
following approaches to engage with written text: listening to  
teacher-led read-alouds, participating in shared and performance 
reading, reading in pairs or in small groups, or reading independently 
with support from the teacher.

VOCABULARY Students will work with vocabulary from the text. 
Students will practise integrating unfamiliar vocabulary into written  
or oral communication.

ORAL COMMUNICATION Students will learn and practise oral 
communication skills. Students will participate in a whole-class,  
small-group, or pairs discussion. Students may also prepare  
and deliver oral presentations.

VIEWING Students will view a multimedia text. Students may view  
films or artwork in order to support their comprehension of the text  
or to explore elements of media.

WRITING Students will develop their writing skills. Students will observe 
modelled writing, participate in shared writing, or write independently.

CONNECTING Students will make a connection between the text  
and themselves, between the text and other texts, or between  
the text and the world.
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DECODING AND COMPREHENSION Students will learn and 
practise decoding and comprehension. Students will work on a critical 
reading skill, competency, or behaviour necessary for reading and 
comprehending text.

REFLECTION Students will reflect on their learning to think about how 
they learn or to discover personal connections to learning.

VISUAL REPRESENTATION Students will create a visual representation. 
Visual representations include drawings or artwork and are used to 
respond to the text or to express ideas.

RESEARCH SKILLS Students will develop one or more research skills. 
Students will work on skills such as generating questions, developing 
a research plan, locating sources, evaluating sources, gathering and 
organizing information, forming conclusions, and communicating 
research results.

HANDOUTS This activity includes one or more handouts. These 
handouts include an Inuktitut and an English version and can be found 
in the pages immediately following each activity.

COMMUNITY INCLUSION Students will experience a community 
perspective relating to an issue from the text. Students will observe 
storytelling sessions or demonstrations put on by community members 
or go out into the community to participate in learning activities.
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ᐃᓚᒌᑦ
Families

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕆᐅᖅᓴᓂᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? 
Pre-reading Activity: What Is a Family? 
[20 min]

 
Overview

Students will participate in a whole-class discussion 
in response to the question, what is a family? 
Students will work together to create a mind map 
to explore the concept of family, and then work 
independently to create an image to express their 
individual understanding of family. 

Important  
Teachers should use this activity as an 
opportunity to assess the appropriateness 
of this book and book study for students. 
As students share ideas and experiences 
regarding family, teachers may be able to tell 
whether or not exploring the topic of family is 
comfortable for students.

Materials

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 1: ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? /  
Handout 1: What Is a Family?

• Whiteboard or chart paper 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation

• Photocopy ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 1: ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? / 
Handout 1: What Is a Family? (one for each 
student plus one teacher copy).

• Write the word family inside a bubble on the 
whiteboard as the beginning of a mind map on 
the topic of families. 

Teaching Tip  
A mind map is a visual way to show 
students’ ideas about a topic or theme. The 
topic or theme is written in the centre of the 
mind map, and students’ ideas are written 
in bubbles around the central bubble. Lines 
are drawn between bubbles to show the 
connections between ideas, and new bubbles 
can lead to new ideas. See the example given 
below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity

1. Have students sit in a shared space. Tell students 
that they are going to be reading a book that 
talks about families. Explain that before they 
read the book, they are going to talk and share 
ideas about what a family is. 
 
 
 
 

grandparents

grandkidsfamily Elders
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ᐃᓚᒌᑦ Families

2. Tell students that they are going to create a 
mind map that shows what they know and 
are thinking about the topic of family. Show 
students the beginning of the mind map on the 
whiteboard—the bubble with the word family 
written inside of it. Tell students that they are 
going to extend the map by adding new bubbles 
with different ideas inside of them. 

3. Model the activity for students by adding a 
bubble to the mind map using think-aloud 
statements. Use the following prompts and add 
students’ ideas to the mind map:

• What do you think of when you think of family?

• What words do you think of when you think of 
family?

• Who is in your family?

• What does your family do? 

Teaching Tip  
When a teacher uses think-aloud 
statements, they are saying out loud what 
they are thinking about as they read, write, or 
complete a task. When used during modelling, 
think-aloud statements demonstrate the kind 
of thinking that students should be doing to 
complete learning activities.

4. Tell students that you are going to draw a 
picture and write a sentence to answer the 
question, what is a family? Use think-aloud 
statements to guide students through your 
drawing and writing. Encourage students to 
write and draw about anything that comes to 
mind when they think of family, and tell them 
that there are no correct or incorrect answers. 
Consider the following examples of ways in 
which students might complete the activity:

• A picture and written description of their 
family

• A picture and writing about a family activity

• A picture and writing about a specific family 
member

5. Distribute ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 1: ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? / 
Handout 1: What Is a Family?. Have students 
draw a picture that shows their ideas about 
what a family is. Then have students write a 
sentence about their drawing. Students can refer 
to the mind map about family when planning 
their drawing and writing. Consider posting 
students’ completed work in the classroom, or 
collect the writing and make a classroom book. 



ᐊᑎᖅ:   ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 1

ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ?

ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕆᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ.

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑕᐃᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᕆᒍᒃ.

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕆᐅᖅᓴᓂᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᑭᓲᕙ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ? • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
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Name:   Handout 1

What Is a Family?

What is a family? Draw something about family.

Write about your picture. 
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ᑎᑎᕋᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓂᒃ 
Shared Writing: Vocabulary from Families 
[20 min]

 
Overview

Students will work in pairs to search around the 
classroom for vocabulary from the book. Then, 
students will participate in a shared writing lesson 
to write sentences about families and homes using 
the vocabulary.

Materials

• A copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 2: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ /  
Handout 2: Vocabulary from Families

• Whiteboard or chart paper

Preparation

• Photocopy ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 2: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ 
ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ / Handout 2: Vocabulary from 
Families (two copies for each pair of students, 
plus one teacher copy).

• For each pair of students, cut the words out 
of one copy of ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 2: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ 
ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ / Handout 2: Vocabulary from 
Families. Place stacks of each word at different 
locations around the classroom. Each pair of 
students will use another copy of the handout to 
keep track of the words they have found. 

• Cut the words out of the teacher copy and have 
these ready for the activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity

1. Have students sit together in a shared space. 
Hold up your copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families and make 
sure students can see the book. Tell students that 
they are going to be reading a book together 
about families. Explain to students that before 
they begin reading, they will look for important 
words around the classroom and then use them 
to write messages about families and homes.

2. Organize students into pairs. Distribute 
ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 2: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Handout 
2: Vocabulary from Families. Have students look 
around the classroom for key vocabulary from 
the book. Tell students that one of the students in 
their group or pair should cross out the words on 
their sheet as they find them. Remind students to 
walk, not run, and to be thoughtful of others as 
they move around the classroom. 

3. After each pair has found all of the words, have 
students sit in a shared space. Using the cut-outs 
from the teacher copy, read out each of the key 
words and show them to students one at a time.

4. Select one of the key words and write a sentence 
on the whiteboard that uses the word. Then in a 
shared writing lesson, present each word to the 
class and ask students to think of a sentence that 
uses the word. Write each of the sentences on the 
whiteboard. Examples of sentences using the key 
words include:

• My family includes my mom and my brother.

• I live with my grandfather.

• My sister and I have two homes—my mom’s 
house and my dad’s house.

• My brother plays road hockey with me after school. 

Teaching Tip  
In a shared writing lesson, the teacher 
works with the students to compose a 
piece of writing. In most cases, the teacher 
suggests the topic for the sentence and 
begins writing the sentence, calling for 
students’ suggestions whenever possible.



ᑎᑎᕋᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓂᒃ • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

ᐊᑏᑦ:   ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 2

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅᑕᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ

ᐊᓂ

ᐊᓈᓇ

ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ

ᐃᓪᓗᖅ

ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖅ

ᓇᔭ

ᐊᑖᑕ

ᐊᑖᑕᑦᓯᐊᖅ

ᓄᓇᓕᒐ
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Names:   Handout 2

Vocabulary from Families

family

brother

mom

grandma

cousin

home

sister

dad

grandfather

community
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ᓂᐱᖃᕐᓗᓂ-ᐅᖃᓕᒫᕐᓂᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ 
Read-Aloud: Families  
[20 min]

 

Overview

Students will listen to a read-aloud of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ /  
Families and participate in a whole-class 
discussion about the main message of the book—
“every family is different.”

Materials 

• A copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families

• Whiteboard or chart paper

Preparation

• Review the story and the suggested discussion 
prompts for during and after reading. 

Teaching Tip  
To encourage more open discussion 
with students about reading, you can ask 
questions that are less focused on the 
specific content of the text and more focused 
on how students are reacting to the reading. 
Ask students about their thoughts, feelings, 
and opinions about the text before, during, 
and after reading.

Activity 

Before Reading

1. Tell students that they will be reading a story 
about a boy named Talittuq and his family, but 
first you want to ask a question: What makes 
a family? Record students’ responses on chart 
paper so that you can revisit their answers after 
reading the book. 
 
 
 
 

During Reading

2. Read the book out loud to the class. You can do 
more than one read-aloud of the story if your 
students enjoyed the story or you think they can 
learn more  from it.

3. Suggested discussion prompts: Here are some 
examples of questions you can pause and ask 
while reading the story. If you are doing more 
than one read-aloud, you can choose different 
questions for each read-aloud. 

• Talittuq and his anaana are at home. Where is 
their home?  (page 2)

• Where does Talittuq’s dad live? (page 2)

• Who lives in Talittuq’s cousin’s home? (page 3)

• Talittuq’s anaana says “every family is different.” 
Why do you think she says that? (page 5)

• Talittuq’s mother says “we have lots of love and 
happiness in our home.” What does this make 
you think of? (page 5)

• Talittuq has a friend named Qaukkai. What happens 
to Qaukkai in the schoolyard? (pages 9–12)

• Talittuq didn’t mean to, but he startled his friend and 
she started to cry. What does he do? (pages 9–11)

• Why has Talittuq’s best friend been away? (page 14)

• What do we know about Talittuq’s friend 
Joanasie? (page 19)

• What does Talittuq wish he had like in Joanasie’s 
family? (page 19)

• What do we learn about Talittuq’s old teacher, 
Maggie? (page 21)

After Reading

4. Suggested discussion prompts: Here are some 
examples of questions you can ask about the 
story. Your students may find it helpful if you 
return to the illustration for the part of the story 
you are discussing.

• How is Talittuq’s family different from that of his 
cousin and friend?

• What did Talittuq learn about families?

• What are the different kinds of families that 
Talittuq learns about in the book?

• What message do you think the book is trying to 
tell the reader? 

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ Families
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Family
Family  

Members
Illustration

Talittuq’s  
family

Pages  
2 and 3

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ 
Activity: Different Families  
[15 min]

 
Overview

Students will participate in a whole-class discussion 
about the different families and homes that appear in 
the book. 

Materials

• A copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families

• Whiteboard or chart paper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation

• Review the story and the following activity steps.

• Record the following chart on the whiteboard. 
Make room in each row to fill out the chart as 
shown in step 2 of this activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Activity 

1. Have students sit in a shared space or a circle. 
Tell students that they are going to work 
together to identify the different families that 
appear in the book. Hold up your copy of  
ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families and make sure students can  
see it. Ask: What are some of the different families 
in the book?

2. Work with students to identify each of the 
different families in the text. Revisit each of the 
illustrations that show the different families. 
Record the names of the different family members 
on the whiteboard. Use the following guide: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qaukkai’s  
family

Pages  
12 and 13

Johnny’s  
family

Pages  
14 and 15

Taiviti’s  
family

Pages  
16 and 17

Joanasie’s  
family

Pages  
18 and 19

Maggie’s  
family

Pages  
20 and 21
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3. After you have identified all of the different 
families in the book, have a whole-class 
discussion about the idea that “every family is 
different.” Begin by asking students what is the 
same about the families in the book, and then 
what is different. Encourage students to make 
personal connections to the text by asking 
if there are any students who would like to 
share about the different people in their family. 
Students in the class can then compare and 
contrast how their own families are different 
from each other.   

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 
Extension Activity: Family Activities

 

• Encourage students to make connections 
between themselves and the text. Have students 
write a journal reflection about a favourite 
activity that they like to do with their families.

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ Families

Family Family MembersIllustration

Talittuq’s family Pages 2 and 3 Talittuq 
Anaana

Qaukkai’s family Pages 12 and 13 Qaukkai 
Qaukkai’s anaana 

Qaukkai’s mom 
Qaukkai’s puukuluk

Johnny’s family Pages 14 and 15 Johnny 
Johnny’s anaana 
Johnny’s ataata 

Johnny’s brothers 

Taiviti’s family Pages 16 and 17 Taiviti 
Taiviti’s husband 

Taiviti’s son

Joanasie’s family Pages 18 and 19 Joanasie 
Joanasie’s ataata 

Joanasie’s anaana 
Joanasie’s stepdad 
Joanasie’s brothers 

Joanasie’s baby sister

Maggie’s family Pages 20 and 21 Maggie 
Jane
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“ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ”
“Every Family Is Different”

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᓕᐊᖓᑦ:  
ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ 
Class Book: Every Family is Different  
[20 min]

 
Overview

Students will create a visual representation of their 
family to contribute to a class book about the 
message, “every family is different.” 

Important 
Some students may not be comfortable 
creating a visual representation of their 
family. Assess whether or not this activity is 
appropriate for your students.

Materials

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 3: ᐃᓚᒃᑲ / Handout 3: My Family

Preparation

• Photocopy ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 3: ᐃᓚᒃᑲ / Handout 3: My  
Family (one for each student, plus one teacher copy).  

Teaching Tip  
In a shared writing lesson, the teacher 
works with the students to compose a 
piece of writing. In most cases, the teacher 
suggests the topic for the sentence and 
begins writing the sentence, calling for 
students’ suggestions whenever possible.

Activity

1. Have a whole-class discussion with students to 
review what they have learned about families. 
Ask students if they remember the message of 
the book: “every family is different.” Ask students 
if they remember any of the different families 
that appear in the story.

2. Explain to students that just like Talittuq and his 
friends, their families are “different” also. Tell 
students that they are going to make a book for 
their classroom called, Every Family Is Different.

3. Distribute ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 3: ᐃᓚᒃᑲ / Handout 3:  
My Family. Tell students that now they have 
a chance to add to the book by creating an 
illustration of their family. Explain to students 
that they should write something about their 
family underneath their illustration. Explain 
to students that they can draw their family in 
any way that they wish. Model the activity for 
students using the teacher copy of ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 
3: ᐃᓚᒃᑲ / Handout 3: My Family. Give students 
a few examples of sentences that they can write 
about their family, such as the following:

• The people in my family are…

• My family has…

• My family likes to…

• My family lives in…

4. To create the class book, combine students’ 
drawings with a title page. Put the class book 
in a place where it can be enjoyed by students 
during independent reading time.



ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᓕᐊᖓᑦ: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

ᐊᑎᖅ:   ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 3

ᐃᓚᒃᑲ 

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᒃᑭᑦ ᐃᓚᑎᑦ.

ᐃᓚᑎᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᕆᒃᑭᑦ.
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Name:   Handout 3

My Family 

Draw a picture of your family.

Write about your family. 
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᐱᖖᒍᐊᕈᑏᑦ 
Activity: Families Game  
[20 min]

 
Overview

Students will participate in a game in which they 
circulate around the room trading cards that show 
different kinship terms. When the music stops, 
students will form a group with four other students 
and practise reading and saying the kinship terms 
in their group.

Materials 

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 4: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᑐᖅᖢᕋᐅᓯᖏᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ / Handout 4: Kinship Terms Cards

• Music 

Preparation

• Photocopy ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 4: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ 
ᑐᖅᖢᕋᐅᓯᖏᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ / Handout 4: 
Kinship Terms Cards (one copy for every six 
students).

• Cut out the cards and shuffle to create a random 
deck.

Activity

1. Have students sit in a shared space. Tell students 
that they are going to play a game to practise 
reading and saying words connected to family, 
also known as kinship terms. Show students each 
of the six cards one card at a time and have 
students practise reading the terms.

2. Have students play the Families Game. 
Randomly give each student a card. Tell students 
that when the music starts, their job is to walk 
around the classroom and trade cards with 
other students. Tell students that they should 
not try to hold on to one card for the entire time. 
Rather, students should trade cards every time 
they come face-to-face with another student. 
When the music stops, students will group 
together with four other students. Then, each 
group will read the different kinship terms out 
loud in their group.

3. After the game, gather students together and 
talk about how this game is connected to the 
book ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families and the message of the 
book “every family is different.”

“ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ” “Every Family Is Different”



ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ

ᐊᓂ

ᐊᓈᓇ

ᐃᓪᓗᖅ

ᐊᑖᑕᑦᓯᐊᖅ

ᓇᔭ

ᐊᑖᑕ

ᐴᑯᓗᒃ

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᐱᖖᒍᐊᕈᑏᑦ • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 4

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᑐᖅᖢᕋᐅᓯᖏᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ
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Handout 4

Kinship Terms Cards

Anaanatsiaq

Brother

Anaana

Cousin

Ataatatsiaq

Sister

Ataata

Puukuluk
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
Activity: Different Homes  
[20 min]

 
Overview

Students will participate in a whole-class discussion 
about how some family members live apart 
in different homes, and sometimes different 
communities.

Materials

• A copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families 

• A wall map of Canada

• Whiteboard or chart paper

Preparation

• Review the sections of the book that talk about 
families that live in multiple homes and the 
discussion prompts in step 1 of this activity.

Activity 

1. Have students sit in a shared space. Ask students 
if they remember the message of the book: 
“every family is different.” Ask: What are some of 
the ways that families can be different? Discuss the 
many ways that families can be different. For 
example, families can have many members or 
only a few. Ask: Do families always live in the same 
place? Explain to students that another way that 
families can be different is that family members 
can live in different homes. Tell students that they 
will be talking about families that have family 
members who live in different homes. 
 
 
 

2. Reread the sections of the book that talk about 
families that live in different homes. Have a 
discussion with students about each family 
situation. In each of the families, the children do 
not live with one or both biological parents. Be 
sensitive to the fact that some of your students 
may come from a similar family situation. Use 
the discussion prompts given below for each 
section:

• Talittuq asks Anaana why his father does not 
live with them (pages 2 and 3). Ask: Where 
does Talittuq’s dad live?

• Joanasie talks to Talittuq about going to 
Ottawa to visit his mother and stepdad 
(pages 18 and 19). Ask: Where do Joanasie’s 
parents live?

• Maggie, Talittuq’s former teacher, is taking 
care of her granddaughter, Jane, because 
Jane’s anaana is sick (page 20). Ask: Why does 
Jane not live with her anaana?

3. Ask students to volunteer to share about having 
family members living in different places. Use the 
wall map to help students identify the different 
places that their family members might live. 
Locate Ottawa and Iqaluit on the map to show 
students where Joanasie’s family members live.

4. Optional: Have students write a short message 
to a family member that includes a drawing. 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᖓ 
Extension Activity: Family Trip

• Have students write about a place that they 
would like to travel with their family.
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ
Additional Activities

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ:  
“ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ” 
Shared Reading: “Every Family Is Different”  
[30 min]

 
Overview

Students will work with the teacher to perform the 
script “Every Family Is Different” as an echo reading. 
The teacher will say each line with a specific kind of 
expression, and the students will echo or match the 
teacher. 

Materials 

• A copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 5: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ / 
Handout 5: Every Family Is Different

• Overhead projector, digital projector, whiteboard, 
or chart paper

Preparation

• Project ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 5: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ /  
Handout 5: Every Family Is Different or copy it 
onto the whiteboard large enough to be read by 
students.

• Prepare to read the text out loud and think 
about how you will read each sentence with 
expression. 

Activity

1. Have students sit in a shared space. Hold up 
your copy of ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families and make sure 
students can see it. Have a discussion with 
students about the main message of the book  
ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families: “every family is different.” Ask 
students if they remember any of the different 
kinds of families in the book. Review the different 
types of families in the book. Tell students that 
they are going to do a performance to celebrate 
the message “every family is different.”

2. Have students look at ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 5: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ / Handout 5: Every Family Is 
Different. Tell students that you are all going to 
perform a dramatic reading, which will be like a 
play but using voices to say and echo the words. 
Tell them that you will be the voice reading lines 
of text and they will be the echo. After you read 
part of the text, students will repeat what you 
said and how you said it. Be sure to use clear 
expression when reading the text. You could also 
point to the text with a pointer as you read it out 
loud in order to help students track as they read. 

3. Practise the first line with students to make sure 
that they understand the activity. Then practise 
the whole script with students.

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ Additional Activities



ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 5

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ: “ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ” • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ.

ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᓈᓇ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᕐᓂᖕᒐᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ.

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ.

ᐃᓚᖏ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᒪᒻᓖᑦ, ᐊᓈᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐴᑯᓗᒃ.

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ.

ᐃᓚᖏ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᓖᑦ, ᐊᑖᑕᑦᓴᓖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᓂᑯᓗᖃᖅᑐᑏᑦ.

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ.

ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᓯᐊᓖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᕐᖕᒍᑕᓖᑦ.

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒃᐸᙱᓚᑦ.

ᑭᓇᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᕕᒋᑦ? 



Shared Reading: “Every Family Is Different” • 1 of 1

Handout 5

Every Family Is Different

Every family is different.

Some families have an anaana and a son.

Every family is different.

Some families have a mom, an anaana, and a puukuluk.

Every family is different.

Some families have a mom, a stepdad, and two brothers.

Every family is different.

Some families have an anaanatsiaq and a granddaughter.

Every family is different.

Who is in your family?
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ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔨᓂᖅ:  
ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓ 
Community Inclusion Event:  
Family Celebration 

 
Overview

Students will plan, organize, and participate in a 
family celebration event. 

Important 
Some students may not be able to have 
a family member attend the event. Help 
students arrange to have a different guest 
attend, such as a friend or other trusted 
member of the community.

Materials

•  ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 6: ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓂᖅ /  
Handout 6: Invitation

• Materials to create invitations

• Whiteboard or chart paper

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation

• Plan a Family Celebration community feast with 
your students. The feast will give students the 
opportunity to bring their families to the school to 
take part in a communal dinner. At a community 
feast, guests are typically asked to bring side 
dishes while the main part of the meal is prepared 
by the host. You might want to plan your feast 
to coincide with a holiday. Discuss the following 
questions with students to plan the event: 

 ° What date and time should we have the feast?

 ° What should we include on the invitations?

 ° What do we need to have at the event aside from 
food (for example, music and activities)?

 ° How should we decorate the space?

 ° How much should we ask guests to bring (if they 
are able)?

 ° What should we prepare?

• Have students ask their family members to bring 
in one object that represents their family. This 
could be a family photograph, an important 
item from their home, or an heirloom that has 
been passed down through generations. Set up 
a table at the event where families can display 
these objects during the dinner. Take photos 
of each of the objects on the table to use in the 
extension activity. 

Important 
If a student is unable to bring an object to the 
event to represent their family, have students 
bring in an object that is personally significant 
to them.
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ Additional Activities

• Photocopy ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 6: ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓂᖅ / 
Handout 6: Invitation for each student. Have 
students complete these invitations by drawing 
and colouring the image on the front of the 
invitation. Fill in the blanks inside the invitation 
with specific information about the event. 
Students can use these invitations to invite 
guests to the event. 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ: ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᑦ 
Extension Activity: Important Objects

 

• Have a whole-class discussion about the 
important objects on display at the Family 
Celebration. Display the photographs of the 
objects or print the photographs onto paper. 
As you display each object, give students from 
each family an opportunity to describe the 
object and its importance to their family.



ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔨᓂᖅ: ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓ • ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᖅ 1 ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

ᐊᑎᖅ:   ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᒐᖅ 6

ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓂᖅ

ᖃᐃᖁᔨᕗᒍᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ!

ᓇᓂ:

ᖃᖓ:

ᒪᓕᒐᒃᓴᑦ:



Community Inclusion Event: Family Celebration • 1 of 1

Name:   Handout 6

Invitation

Please join us for a  
celebration of family!

Where:

When: 

Instructions:
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ  
ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᒐᒃᓴᓄᑦ
Extension Activities across the Subjects

ᓴᓇᕈᓘᔭᕐᓂᖅ 
Art

• Have students create art by tracing the hands of family members onto paper.

ᐱᓪᓚᕆᖖᒍᐊᕐᓂᖅ 
Drama

• Have students create tableaus of different family activities.

ᓄᓇᙳᐊᖅ 
Geography

• Have students create a map that shows the routes that they take to get to school 
and to other places in the community. 

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖅ 
Health

• Have a discussion with students about how to plan a nutritious family meal.
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᒐᒃᓴᓄᑦ  Extension Activities across the Subjects

ᓈᓴᐅᓯᕆᓂᖅ 
Math

• Have students work together to create a class graph showing how many siblings 
they have.

ᓂᔾᔭᐅᓯᔭᕐᓂᖅ
Music

• Have students create different rhythm patterns for different family activities: 
eating dinner, walking to school, playing outside. 

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᖅ
Science

• Have students explore how different animal families raise their young.

ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᓂᖅ
Social Studies

• Have students explore the different activities that families might do together 
around the globe.
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The ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families book study is part of Inuktut Titiqqiriniq, a comprehensive literacy program 

that was developed by Nunavut educators, linguists, and language consultants, with constant 

testing and input by Nunavut classroom teachers. Inuktut Titiqqiriniq provides instructional tools 

and resources to help students develop strong Inuktut language skills.

This resource provides activities based on the book ᐃᓚᒌᑦ / Families by Jesse Unaapik Mike and 

Kerry McCluskey. On his first day back to school after summer break, Talittuq begins to notice the 

differences between the families in his community, leading him to an important understanding 

about families. This book study provides opportunities for social emotional learning (SEL) in 

addition to activities that build critical language arts skills. Students have the opportunity to 

participate in thoughtful discussion about different family and home arrangements and build a 

positive sense of identity by celebrating the idea that “every family is different.”

ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᖅ | Book Study


