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What are you 
reading? Um, a chapter 

book. 

Is it that one we’re 
reading in class? 

No, I finished 
that one. I got 
this one at the 

library.  

You finished it 
already?! I’m not even going 

to read it. It’s so 
boring.
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Of course you got an A. 
Teacher’s pet. 

Eyes up here, everyone! I am 
handing back your math tests on 

fractions from last week. 
Most of you did a good job!

Some of you need to see me 
after school so we can go 

over what you missed. 

An A!  
Nice work, Ellie!

Thanks,  
Rebecca!  
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One of these days I’ll get an A 
in math like you, Ellie!

Sorry I’m late,  
Rebecca!

Hey, did you hear about the dance this 
weekend? Do you wanna go? 

Sure, Ublu.

Sweet! I can’t wait. 
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Are you going, Dana?

Yep! 

Okay class, let’s 
get started.

I’m not g
oing 

with you  

nerds t
hough...

5



Later that night, at Ellie’s house

How was school today? 

Um, it was 
okay. I got 

my fractions 
test back.

Oh yeah, how 
did you do?

I got an A.

Thanks! Let’s eat! 

Atii.  
DINNER’S READY! 

Ellie, that’s awesome! I know you 
studied hard for that test.
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I don’t care if Dana 
doesn’t like me. I have 

my family and Ublu. I love 
spending time with them!

Can I go on the computer 
for a bit, Anaana? 

Atii, go 
ahead!

But remember, just 
half an hour. 

Thanks for helping me with dinner 
tonight, Ellie. It was delicious!

Mmm, it was!
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So sick of all the nerds at my school, 

like Ellie! They get an A and think they’re 

better than everyone else. No wonder she 

doesn’t have any friends! 

LOL she is the worst!!! 

Dana 

Alice

Miali

Such a nerd.  

Hope she’s reading this.
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Dana, that’s really 

mean. I don’t think 

I’m better than you, 

or anyone. Can you 

delete that??

OMG you are such a 

LOSER! No wonder no 

one likes you! LOL 

Dana 
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The next morning...

Where’s all your 
friends, loser?  
Oh ya, forgot you 
don’t have any... 
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The next day...

Thanks for the new earrings, Ublu! I love them! 

Nice ea
rrings, too bad  

you’re so ugly...

Friday, the day of  

the dance...

ELLIE
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Ready to go?! What’s up? 

Nothing, let’s go!
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Hey, there’s Ellie. I 
wonder if she saw 

Dana’s post…

I can’t believe 
Dana wrote that!

Yeah, but she’s right. 
Ellie never talks to 

anyone. So stuck up.
And a 

teacher’s 
pet!
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What’s wrong?

Oh, it’s 
nothing.…

Did you go online 
after school?

Nah…my brother used all 
our WiFi gaming. My mom 
won’t let us go on till  

next month.

Why?

Great, at least one 
person didn’t see 

Dana’s post…

It’s nothing.

Who are you 
texting? No one…
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Oh no…
another post 
from Dana.

Ellie, where are you 
going?

Who’s been texting 
you all day? It’s nothing, 

don’t worry 
about it…

Dana 
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Then what’s up with 
them?

I guess…Dana has been 
picking on me all week. 

She’s been texting me and 
posting some pretty mean 

stuff online.

What?! I tried to tell her to take 
it down, but she won’t.

She’s just jealous that you’re so smart. 
But she shouldn’t be saying this stuff 
about you online! That’s cyberbullying! 

Why didn’t you tell me? 

This is so 
mean!

Cyberbullying?

Yeah, it’s when 
someone is bullying 

you by posting things 
about you online. 

You’re right. I 
thought she’d stop 
if I didn’t respond, 

but she’s been 
bugging me all 
week. Ever since 

we got those 
math tests 

back.
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This is 
awful!

I’m so embarrassed. I 
didn’t want you to know 

people were saying 
those things in case you 

didn’t want to be my 
friend anymore. 

Come on, let’s 
get out of here. 
We can go to my 
house and watch 

a movie.

Okay.

Maybe I am just a nerd 
with no friends…

I’ll always be 
your friend!

I just don’t know why 
she’s picking on me.…I 

wish I knew how to make 
her stop.

Dana is being a bully. I’m 
glad you didn’t reply.  

There’s no point in fighting 
with someone online. 
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But I think we should 
talk to someone. 

Maybe your sister?  
Or Rebecca?

I’m worried it will get 
worse if I tell Rebecca. 
Dana already thinks I’m 

a teacher’s pet.

It doesn’t matter what she 
thinks! When someone is 
treating you like this, you 

shouldn’t keep it to yourself. It 
will just make you feel worse.

You’re right. Maybe I 
will talk to Rebecca 

at school tomorrow…

I’ll come with you, 
if you want. 

Really?

Of course! Thanks, Ublu. You’re such 
a good friend.
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On Monday, at school…  

Ready?
I think 
so…

What is Dana 
doing in there?

I’m worried, Dana. This is the second 
math test you’ve failed.
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I know. My mom is so mad at me. I don’t 
know what she’ll do if I fail the 

next one.

You can always come to me 
for extra help after school.

I have to go right 
home after school 
to make dinner for 
my little brothers 

and sisters.

My mom is always 
working late.

Maybe you could 
do some extra 
work at home?
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It’s always so loud at my 
house. So many kids around.

I can’t focus. The homework is too hard. 
I don’t understand the problems and 

then I just get frustrated.

Don’t worry. We’re 
going to work together 

to find a way to 
improve your grades.

I hope so. My mom says 
if I’m no good at school, 
I might as well be home 
watching my siblings. I 

really don’t want to have 
to quit school.

Let’s get out of here.

Don’t you want to 
talk to Rebecca?

I’ll talk to 
her later…
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That night at Ellie’s house…

Ellie, can you 
pass me the 

flour?

Helllllooo? 
Earth to Ellie!

Sorry, what?

I asked you to pass me the 
flour. Like, three times.

Oh right…

Is something 
wrong? Seems 
like you have 
something on 
your mind.

I actually kind 
of have a 

problem. And I 
don’t know what 
to do about it.
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I find it helps to talk our 
problems out with someone. It 

helps you think about them when 
you say them out loud.

Okay…

…well, the past couple 
of days Dana has been 
really mean to me. She 
has been posting really 

mean stuff online. 

And she’s been 
sending me these 

nasty text messages.

Oh, Ellie. This is awful. 
I can’t believe she’s 
been bullying you. 

Why didn’t 
you tell me?

And all these 
other kids 

commenting…
they’ve been 
bullying you, 

too.

I didn’t want to 
tell anyone. I was 
so embarrassed. 
I thought maybe 
I was being stuck 

up and didn’t 
have any real 

friends…

Not at all, Ellie. 
Sometimes people 
say things online 

that they would never 
say in person. That’s 
why so many people 
are commenting. They 
feel braver and more 

powerful because 
they don’t have to 
say things to you in 
person and see how 
they are hurting you.
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But bullying is still bullying, 
even if it’s online.

I know. Ublu told me 
about cyberbullying. 

She was going to help 
me talk to Rebecca 
about it, but then…

What happened?

Well, we went to talk 
to her after lunch, but 
Dana was already in 

there. She was talking 
to Rebecca about how 
she is having trouble 
in school. She said 
that her mom gets 
really mad at her 
when she gets bad 
grades. And if she 
doesn’t get better 
grades, her mom 

might even take her 
out of school.

Oh no…how did 
it make you feel 
hearing Dana say 

that?

I actually felt 
bad for her. 
Like…maybe 

she’s not nice 
to me because 

no one is nice to 
her at home.

Bullying is never 
okay. A lot of 

times, the person 
doing the bullying 
is doing it to feel 
powerful because 

they feel unsure or 
uncomfortable with 
other parts of their 

life. They want to feel 
like they have control 

over something in 
their life.

Yeah, I guess so. Dana failed that 
math test last week. She saw that 
I got an A, and that’s when she 

started picking on me. 
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I thought she was just 
jealous, but I guess it’s 

more than that.
I’m glad you 
told me, Ellie. 
Even if Dana 
is having a 

hard time, it 
doesn’t give 
her the right 
to treat other 
people badly. 

Yeah, I wish I 
had told you 
sooner. I feel 
so much better 
talking about it.

You can tell me 
anything, Ellie!

So, are you still 
going to talk to 

Rebecca?

No…I think I want to talk to Dana. 
Maybe I’ll send her a message…

Maybe you should speak to her in 
person? Sometimes people feel 

like they can say things that they 
don’t really mean online because 
they can’t actually see who they 

are talking to.

Do you know 
what I mean?
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That’s a good 
point. I’ll try to talk 
to her at school 

tomorrow. 

I’m glad you 
talked to me, 

Ellie.

Thanks, Maggie. 

At school the next day…
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Are you sure 
about this?

Yeah,  
I’m sure.

Hey Dana…

What do you want?

I want to say 
that you have 

said some 
pretty mean 
things about 
me online.

Especially when everyone else 
started commenting on it.

Okay?? And those text messages were 
really hurtful. I don’t think it’s 
fair for you to make fun of me 

for being a good student.

Yeah, well…
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I felt like I really 
didn’t deserve any 
friends. I’ve been 
so sad all week. 
Every time I saw a 
message, I didn’t 
even want to come 

to school. What’s the 
point of working hard 

and studying when 
nobody likes you?

I was just 
kidding 

around. I 
didn’t think 
you’d take it 
so seriously.

Or those other kids commenting 
on your posts. I don’t get why 

you decided to pick on me.

It didn’t seem like 
you were kidding. 

You 
wouldn’t 
get it. 

You don’t know what 
I have going on.

No, I 
don’t.

But you don’t know 
what I have going on 

either. I’m lucky. I have 
a good sister and 

friend who helped me 
remember that I am 

loved. But if I didn’t… 
I would still be sitting 

at home, believing 
everything you said. 
And I might think  

that for the rest of 
my life.
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I didn’t think 
of that…

I didn’t think at all. I just saw 
that you were happy and got so 
mad that you could be happy 

and I couldn’t.

Why can’t you 
be happy?

You’re just a…a… Ugh! Things have really sucked 
lately. School has gotten 
so hard, and I have to do 

everything at home. My mom is 
so mad at me all the time.

She said if I’m not getting 
good grades, I should just quit 
school and get a job instead. 

Well, maybe I 
could help you 

with that.

Help me get a job??
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No. I can help you study so you 
can get a better grade on the 
next test and stay in school.

Do you really 
think so?

For sure. My sister taught me a 
bunch of tricks that make math 
easier to understand. I can show 

you, too. I wouldn’t get such 
good grades without help or 
somewhere quiet to study. 

Ellie, I’m really sorry about 
what I posted online. I 

was angry and…I made a 
mistake. My words really 
must have hurt you. You’re 
actually pretty cool, and 
way nicer than a lot of 

people I know.

It’s okay to ask for 
help, you know…

Thanks, Dana.

What are you 
doing with that?

I’m taking those posts 
down. And…I’m going to 
write an apology, too.

Thanks, Dana. I’ll 
see you later? Sounds 

good!
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Pretty glad Ellie asked me to study. Got a B on my 

math test and some new friends

Dana 
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Things are going great for 
Ellie—she’s acing her math 
tests and is looking forward to 
the school dance. But when a 
classmate starts posting mean 
messages about her online, 
Ellie feels embarrassed and 
isolated. Before long, even 
more kids at school have joined 
in on cyberbullying Ellie. How 
will she regain her confidence 
and confront her bully without 
losing her friends?
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